[ JUST CAN'T UNDERSTAND
THAT DICK GEIS — I'M GOOD
ENOUGH TO BE ON EVERY
COVER FOR PLANET STORIES
AND HeDGE ~-PODGE — AND
WHEN MR. BERGEY WAS ALIVE

| WAS ALMOST ALWAYS ON
TWS AND STARTLING. | DON'T
SEE WHY ' CAN'T BE A COVER
GIRL FOR

DSYCHOT|
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POV, WITH REMARKABLE FORYITUDE, RAMBLES ON AND ON AND 2§ AND.

cugas this time. I think PSY is & few days late, tut thet ls how
« 311 bounces sometimes. I took 1n & few movlies this leetl month. and
s zeile Tor 6 wesk or TwWo. The result 1s thet today (Sunday) L'l

¢ JEARE in werk on PSY and two other projevtis. One of them 18 a lonz
“ely arout this fenzine for Carol McKinney*s DEVIART: end the
the fenzine reviews Tor TNFF. - Three pages of “A% list go far gud e
woseinle fourth page in the works. The total revlews mey 7Tun Tive ov
» pages. "Revlew everything.® Susen seys, so review theu :
4 Lot of you have complained esbout my teking The Obseryatio
5, And, on thg whole, I don'f blame you...It's Jast that
16 be better il there wesnit so much of mé In the aine. T'1L ¢
cafaees thet J° thought the materldl I plemned %o, vun . in 1is place ot
ya more intaresting and better wrltten. The odly trovble 1s that,
sald abore, a lot of you heve writteh -that you :llked thanm snd all
way don't I run duplicate rgviews. Well...that isp't perhapg galite ain
al 1n some-vimy. It doesn’t strike me‘ss beinge good practice in zuns
way. *&..0Geiz 1s en honorable man...." BUT, I ¢an see¢ vhere thers
shouid Sergmfething in the wey of fanzine reviews in PSY. so next Issu:
I'm o gonna Gevete & page or two to them...in sn informsl way., I'g in-
ciined tc dlsfuss issues and trends and things rether than specifie Ltems
in &ny ons lssue...uniess they are exgeptional.: '

Llso. .8 30t &0 you complained when the twe and three pege editorials
were diiced and serunched down to one page. Ny extuse wes that 1 wes
Tarming them ont as colums in other zlnes, which was trus. . Eucept thav
recently 1% ocurred to me that one of ihe prime reesons fory 'the smiccess
of PSY wes the flavor, the personality of 1t, and that was belng lost
0 the extent that I took out my perscnal peages of opinton  PThis,” I
5213 to myself, "Could be fatal.? So that the obvious solution was to
simply add more spate to my edltorial sections...which 1 have done This
issue, ené will continue to do in the futures. 0f course, other geod
saterizal gebs squoge out, but since you ell like me so much, fought

One reason™{just about the only reeson) why PSY has been sppearing on
glrty 0ld thold quality peper 1s the financisl espects of publishing &
montuly. Paper being the largest expense neturally wes the obvious
plage Yo cut to the bone. BUT. .. 8004 news. I have now paid off 2 few
\62 asasorted debts, end can thusly pour (and that's the word! ) more cush
intc mine hoWby. 720000, next issue will femture 244 covers and flne-
tyoe paper on the Inside. One drawback, tho...the 244 covers reguirs e
Lo eunt te 24 pages in order to keep within the 2 oz. postal 2 limit.

PSYCHGYIC #14;:: Edited and Published by Richard E. Gels, 2631 N, HMigsiss-
1opl., Portland 12, Oregon. Apt. 106. 104, 3/28¢, 6/50¢. 18/31.0C.
iront and back covers by Plato Jones. Interlors by Kent Barber. Iob
fellogs, Richerd Bergeron, and...uh.....thass all.

Wno nawed Courtney's cuote?




3irh....) After reading over thet last page over ithers I cen ses viere

nave Lo write out oy editoriass 1n advance snd then r?ﬂrite then.
Typ.ng out your sentiments extemporaneously 1s & risky business; you i
nexe vourself look the fool very easlly.. Still...1 likte to llve danger-
cusly.

Who znawed Courtney's throat?

in hetwixt two ol Bob Tucker's interlinestions, is word o & newsy niature

from He of 702: "lLate news: Don Ford and compeny are seeklng o new site
for next year's meetlng. They are looklng for a leke site, simil r .o

Iadlan LaKe.®

b YWno peuwned Courtnev's coat? I
The eartoon on - iy
the rdight wes et
done by a fan ;
navie off Kent § AS
Bsxber. 1P you —
can excuse my in- ~N
ept tracing, a R,
rather nice siyle {\5‘& |
shonld be evi- Hjﬁf’L : |
dent to your. He ‘-'r,%v:“:f |

does a pretty
good job. He
lives et 1433 Ut.
Disblo St., Con~
cord, Calif. Ke
buys, sells and
trades E.C. mags.
Send all PANS and
HMANICS to him.

And wille I em
thinking of E.C.
coaies, I am in-
clined to sav a
few words on the

3, George.

situmtion which Just can't use the Mpriian dry Ces
has developed of temperature and sendstorms....*

Jate about the

effeots of comics of a sadistic end gory type on the fresh voung unhlen-
lshed innocant ninds of the nation's children. I recelved recently an
EMERGENCY BULLETIN from Zhe National E. C. Fan 24dief Club. In this
eplstle the editors of E.C. comphkin of "do~gooders™ and “do-gooder grovps
who ere militant and frighten newsstent dealers and cvi ongresomen

and who ralse the hue end cry about horror and crime comles emusing s

mind warp or iwo and ceusing Juvenile delinquency. We are urzed %o write
our ﬁgngrezsmen and demand thet the comlc probe be cut off wilithout a
caackiée.

Hamam. ... ‘Tyouble is, I'm not eonvine o
EEQ harmless “comics™ the pﬁbliahera claimntggmhg;rg; i
0¥Wed the severed hesd dripping blose fr ‘

erime comics aps
; 200t 15 31+
om the maclk, that'a...unethiocl. s
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Spwe months Aago...1le3t September to be exaci...l wrote &n
icle entitled "Little Seventh Fandum, What Now?" and
it to & yvoung editor named Joel Nydahl who was al that
producing Just ebout the only fanzine seelng regnlar
ieatlon. I had never beiore appeared iln tUhe magazine
snid since Joel was currently working on hls huge annlish 1
1jen't hear from him whether the article was accepted cr not.
Aiomparently 1t was since the annish capried e 1ist cf fectur-
fer the next lssue including that article- It now ap-
sl the article never will sce print since Joel Nydahl
says VEGA has folded and that he will henceforth concenirste
an FAPA.

hus 1 sm going to find 1t necessary to repeat In this col-
uan certain things I sald in that article...alithough I'11
try tc Keep them tc & minimum. -

PSYCHOTICAO contains an article by Norman Browne titled "and
here 18 8th Fandom?® and & sectlon in Lyle Kessaler's column
'wlces A similer question while the latest CONIUSION which
srrived almost slmulteneously has en article by the author
of this ahole mess. Bob Sllverberg. who alsc seemns to f{eel
7th Fandom 1s washed up and 8th Fandom i3 upon us. The idece
st be catening hold. Editor Gels in a personal letter
cives forth with the seme sentliments.

To wll of this may I be permltted one very rude Bronx

cheer? Not only 1s Eighth Fandom not upon us...there quige
probably will never be an Eighth Fandom...or at least not for a
good many years untll all those currently involved in the num-
bers racket nave faded out of fandom and senity hes once more
returned.

Fraryone knows how Sllverberg started the whole thing. No use
evdipwing that here for the umpteenth time, nor how Wells and
others started the bandwagon rolling.

The ides of Seventn Fandom had barely taken firm hold early

last summer when the first precursor of the pressnt 1dlocy ar-
rived. 1t wes a one-shot produced, apparently on & dull after-
neon, by two normally intelligent and serious fans, Ian Macaul -
oy and Joel Nydshl. There is sometning rather crushing about &
serson without a sponteneous sense of humor trying to force him-~
colf in that direction (I should know...I've fallen vletlm to it
repeatedly myself) snd thls one-shot, which was & pretty silly

. hing, escaped with deservedly little notice.
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i supposedly clever fashion it ennounced that Seventh Fendon wWas el .
__eitins numerous fictionsl disasters which hed overtaken all the Lham

prominent 7ih Fandom fans leaving only Nydeh) and Macauley to '

witi one or two newcomers to form the necleus of Elghth Fandon.

So now we have.the seme spectacle nine months later, only thils time 1% 1s
“ntended to be taken serilously. For the past four or five months every-
one prominent in Seventh Fandom except Harlen Ellison has elther been
snnouncing publicly they are exiting the movement or else that they nores
were a mewber in the first place. And now comes the attempl %o bury i
Fandom {probadly because it was beginning to smell up the landscape =~
didn't 1t always?) and erect the pretiy new unblemished facade of ELZILL
¥andom in its place.

The only trouble is 1t 1s flatly impossible to toss up and tear down
fandoms at will. If it were something regulated annuelly like school
classes 1t might be done...but as Beb Tucker pointed out, Fandoms (vith
o capitel F) sre groupings of 'people and evenis and, (this seems to bo
generally overlooked) they are historical divisions. Numbered fandoms
are nothing but semantic method of aividing one historical period from
anotner.

™e one point I tried hardest to meke 1n the unpublished VEGA article

was that Seventh Fandom would never accompllsh anvthing of any worth as
iong as it was wrapped up in the idea of being Seventh Fandom and thus
different from, and the successor to, Sixth Fandom. In fact, I pointed
out thet they could do much worse than to model themselves upon Sixih Fate
Jom since 1t 1s generally regerded as second only to Second Fandom as Lus
mos® memoreble of the first six eras and had the adventage ci lecking Thk
bl ter feuding which was the chief activivy of £nd Fandom. Up untlil 7tk
Fandom cach fandom had tended to be &2 bit more mature thsn the preteedliitg
one...4it was going through e normel growlng process. But 7th Fanfom
pitch-forked us right back into the infency of lst Fandem and 1 felt “he
reason was the ides that "We are the future...We are Seventh Fandou. .

We inherited the stage and heve burled our predecessors. ..All we have 0
do to be famous 1s surpass those around us...%ho ig intersested in tie
oast?" whereas the idee during Sixth Fandom and, I presune, 1in precesding
ones ¥ea to see 1f you could match end possibly surpass such zlnes &s

LE ZOMBIE snd STARDUST and SPACEWAYS. We weren't tryving to be better thae
cach other...insteed we tressured our nerltage from early fandems and whal
competition there was was In seelng who could best meas-

ure up vo the chellenge of the flnest efforts of the

vast. For instance, Lee Hoffmen wesn't satisflea with

being voted #1 fan and having the most populer cur..

fanzine. Whnen Bob Tucker informed lher thers hod been

an earlier fanzine which featured fine color mlzeo- ;a%%a
graphy (PLUTO, I believe) sne harrowed scme copies ol Q

Tt snd deliberstely set out to produce & msgarine
walch would surpegs it. The result wes the unlosrgeil
able SCIENCE FICTION FIVE-YEARLY and Tucker surrencci-
ed completely.

. b ﬂ“\?}
Seventn Fandom broke with that traedition. A3 long 2o
sneip efforts weren't too bed in comperison wlth the \ERAMIN J
sthers around they were satisflied. Why not? Zhey -es: :
SEVENTH FANDOM! S -

= ke
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well, 1t gidn't take loug for everyvue wo e dBuSdal!
et . inelnding the Seventh Fandomers themselvesg so ¥
thev re {rylng to produce Elghth Fandon.

RN
f Ji3 \‘I\\.'» 1
Lﬂ‘jf *:"\t'\ )

AW

7t this mages about as muceh sense as the common oiwes
tice of omitting the 13th flocr from skyscrapers
conptend that no matter what you <call it the fliolir &

I\ i boeve the 12th 1s 3t1l1 #13.

[ .1) e

Cor” And the climete of events and peoples whilch succestan
—rel Sixth ¥Yandom is far from belng dead. The atmospher=
LAY

is the same...the same general group of peonle are
active. Calling it Elghth Fendom will not uske 1
SOO

socuelly, Bob Sllverberg was playing in luck when he came so elcse to
calling the turn on Sixth Fendom's death. He wasn't completely acourst
but he was pre®tty mueh so. Neturally he hed no idea what would follow
22d hils guesses along that line were quickly disproved.

lormally, however, we lack the perspective ¥o say when cne fendem 1s
ending eand another beginning. Only with the advantage of intervenliy
vears can we cay ‘thls trend ended hepe* and '"that one started chere’-
reldom 1s there so sharp & break as at the end of Slxth Fendom and meny
geeé tnat Sixth Fsndom actually continued long after it was pronouvnzn
toad .

Persopally I1'1l go along with Bob Silverberg's view that this past year
433 been an Interegmum period (which mekes much better senge then his
carrent view that we've now had Se¥enth Fandom) and that Seventh ¥an-
2oL dldnt't actually begin to produce enything worth notlce until some-
“ime last fsll...about the time of PSYCHOTIC's appearance, colncidental
iy,

e fact that Sllverberg was once successful in producing & new fancdonm
coes not mean that he, or anyone else, can ever do it sgaln. I doubt
“ery sericusly thet they can. Eighth Fandom 1s now beling announced.
tow long before some unhappy neofan gets dlsgusted with fighth Fancom
snd declares Ninth Fandom has errived with the appearance of his new
L ine? And watch his best friend ennounce Tenth Fandom the next wezk.
we'd soon have fandoms popping out of the woodwork with all the fre-
anency and lack of forethought currently dervoted to creation of brand
rew 4PA's for sole glory of the founder.

Vorman Erovine's article 13 an excelilent evample of the lack of pevspnin
I¥hy that goes vitn trying to write your own history &s you go. He col-
sclivity and leck of game of varlous fens whox he apparently concidoers
to be pivotal Ssventh Fandom figures....such as Don Contin. Whe the
hell is Cantin? &n unimportent fringe-fan who dabbled in fandom L

- .wWrete & bit of crud for varicus famzines.:.shouted "I am & merhep
=f Seventh Fendom!™....produced a few issues ci &8 very poor fanzins
«nd vanisned frcap fandom, finding llke so meny of those who Just come
i goo tnat he gctually wasn't a fannlsh type et all The prest o Lh
names on Browne's 1list sren't mucn more impressive- In the perlica r:

tune CHICON to the PHILCON only two new names of any importance shoc

B B i e



the fore, Harlan Ellison and Joel Nydehi. AnG

, it's beginnlg to look as if nelther one of then

3 will be more then m:inor flgures in the history

| of Seventh Fandom when itt's flnally wrltien ten
or fifteen yesrs from now by some futures Speer.
Browne segns to feel every little megazine which
saw more than one lssue was an importent Sev.ath
Fandom Influenge, when in retrospect we ¢an see
that very few of the fanzines belng publlshed
{rom 1950-1952 were important enough that Sixibh
Fandom could be sald to have passed 1if they all =
dled....QUANDRY, SLANT, FANVARIETY {later OPUS}, HM LR
and pernaps RHODOMAGNETIC DIGEST. The rest of
the magazines people llke me were publishing?

" They partock of the general flavor of Slxth Fandom but they werent't

wr important enough to mean enything in the way of trends.

LT

. The past hista y of Fandoms shows that all the lmportant members of
. a fandom gg‘gg§ arise simultanecusly. ' To pick seversl prominent Sixtih
Fandom names, for instance, Willis and Sllverberg were noldovers irom
Flfth Fandom, Lee Hoffman appeared precisely as Sixth fandom started
as did also Max Keasler, while Gregg Calkins didn'l . become at ell well
tgown untll more than & year after Sixth Fandom was flourishing.

These ‘up~and-coming' Elghth Fandomers are nothing of the sort. Therfre
fresh blood for Seventh Fendom, weakened by & year of inbraeeding znd
tiasewasting. They differ in no important aspects from their predecess-
ors.

Let me hasten to add that I clalm no psychic powers which aillicw ae o
say positively whet the current situation is. 1 suffer from leck oF
perspective like everyone else, but I am trying to epply coumon cence
to the situation and to me Seventh Pandom is Just gebting under wayv.
1 am pretty well convineced that PSYCHOTIC 1s becoming, or rether nas
N already become, the 'important®' {(which does not necesserily uearn ihe
best) magazine in the movement. VEGA hed a chance Yo dheecouwe the cent-
ral focus of Seventh Fandom but 1t failed perheps partlally becauge of
Nydehl's youth, certainly greatly becsuse the unsettled and sterile
.- state of the fendom surrounding it. I'11 admit my Judgement in this
¢ase 13 greatly subjective. I'm relylng on something you mlght call
an instinct. When I receilved SPACEWARP I always had & 'comfertable-
at home-thls 1s fandom at 1ts most enjoyable' feellng ss soon as I
cpened it and sat down to read 1t. QUANDRY gave me the same feeling
from the first 1ssue. VEGA gave 1t to me 1n 1ts early issues and now
1 get it from PSYCHOTIC. No two megazines ever produce it simulten-
ecusly and 1t always seems to be the important ones. MNore significant
PSYCHOTIC 1is already becoming the clearing house where everyone un-
burdens themselves of anvthing they wisn {o say of fannish lmport. as
were the sarllier zines.

At eny rete I think it would be wise to qult wasting time wlth oundlje
boards trying to deduce what fandom we exist in. As T pointed out in
the VEGA article only once before in fandom's history has there ever
teen much fuss made over vhat number fandom we were in, or sny osten-
P tatious shaking off of past fandoms. And whsat group wag thet? Clsuvde

|ﬁill."ﬂ‘i‘.—-—-r;-JIh-__.-‘IIIIIIdI-‘--A.ﬁ; e e v P




Degler's CGSMIC CIRCLE, no less, hardly the most suspicious model to copy

to show you to what ridlculous lengths the wnole thing can
@ de wost populer SAPSzine now carries a banner on each issue
Lteelf as a "200th Fendom Publication”.

1ly yesterday the mall bore a SAPSzine entitled “ARCHIVES. a 207th
endem Publication.

Shell we waltz?

~~=V. L, ¥Cailn

JUST BETWEEN YOU AND ME...

this 1s an ed. Walt, don't go away screaming for helop, this
len't an ordinary ad. It's a waraing; sort of. I've come t=o
the conclusion that there are a lot of innocent neofen in fandom
who are liable to hear of my fanzine, VUICAN, end think it's =
good enough meg te pay money for. Why, Jjust think of it! ----
‘hey’'re golng to get gypped out of at least 15¢, beceuse thet's
the outrageous price 1 charge for a copy...why, they might even
raahly send in 50¢ for four 1ssues. And what will they be get-
ting for thelr hard-esrned moolsh? Some cruddy old detooms, &
couple of nalf-hearted columns by Russ Watkins and Daeve Rike,
some doodlings by guys like Denness Morton, Masurice Lemus, Ray
Capelle, Richard Bergeron, and other crud artists, If they send
Tor the fifth issue (out in July) they won't even get the halfway
good materisl by Bloch. Beale, McKinney, Duene, Wetzel, end so on
:nai usually rounds out an 1ssu§. Thatis because that fifth lssue
wiil carry sn 8 or 10 page "satire" on It Came From Outer S ace
starring tne Fece Crittugs, which are pItiTul scribblings If ever
1've seen any. 1 gell you; this can't go on! You innocent neofen
out there (you ARE imnnocent, aren't you?)--~take heei! Don't be
lured into sending for VULCAN. I warned you.

Terry Carr, 134 Cembridge St., Ssn Francisco 12, Calif,

F

~4 Bradley spotted a drunk feeling his way eround a lenppost. 'Hound
=il “round he went, feellng the post. Finally he slumped to the curb
*nd slghed. "*Sno use, I'm yelled in!®
Jim left his gerbage can and crowled to the fellow. "Hey,." he
wispeded, “C'mon over with me. My cell's bigger!'"

Little Mary put on ner skates,

Upon the ice to friak.

The other kids thought she was nuts,
: Her little W,

-~-thanks to Denald A. Thonpson.,

1
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SOL Ukt HEMDY  MNOSKMWIT |
4 Solums BY PICIVIST  DIUORUVY L

CALAXY SCIENCE FICTION -~ June 1954

The magazine steps out smartly with another good Fmsh cover, but immed-
lately falters with 1ts interior illustratlions. I wish the magazine's
staff would remlize how horrible some of these are. Tae Fush's for the
sariel are poor, &5 ere the Ashman 1llos for Down Among The Desd Uen.

A story of that latter type demsnds artwork that lllustrates faithlully,
mct representively. Why don't they let Emsh do his much better line and
tone work (see GSF Jan 54, Naturel State)? 1t 13 & pleasure to hehold.

Fiection in this megazine 1s a bit cf a wonder. I was telking to Zom “wad.
ner (ESFA member end the fellow who does the snnual review of promeze Lor
FANTASY TIMES) et Stephen's Book Service, and he said thet in his oninilon
AMAZING STORIES was & much better mag now at 128 pages than it was ¢ 160
(speaking of digest size, that 1s). But he was dissppolnted, as =z lC,
that FANTASTIC hadn't developed so far es he thought 1t would.

"Yost mags o improve with age, you know,” I hazerded.
"Except for GALAXY," he drawled.

"Tme," I agreed. "It 1s an exception. But, then, it hes been slomly
going downhill ever since its inception.*

He nodded st that. "Yes," he sald slowly. He enlarged upon that by say-
ing the megezine had even dropped so far as to run "several dowaright L1V
stories) mentloning one bdy Williem Morrison.

I think this June lssue strongly illustretes the point thai the magezins
stil1l nesn't nulled out of its power-dive, whereas ASF has.

Down Amoni The Desd Men starts off with the usuel Tenn power. It contloues
so until the "1¥ Commander meets his crew. After that the story suddenly
necones old stuff. Tenn ties up sll loose ends and the story is over.
Sturgeon aid that with the originel version of Maturity, and then pro~
ceeded to write & minor masterpiece. Tenn has a neat ldes with & wer
hetween the soler system end e-t's, the latter belng bee-liike In repro-
duction. To win, homo saplen must reproduce [ester and turns %o endrolds. o
Nothing 1s wested. If a gun crew 1s blown up, thelr reseins sre not given
military burial...they ere seraped off the wall and sent to the Junkysad.
That's where they're Rsed tc make "new" men. y

Tenn, it may be suggested, ought to try & series. Whet happens, sey, uﬁ,

N — -



&b 2y nher !

el bimEIl Lo you kils off the Zumbles,

, 2 semy 2all then?  Say you dortt.  Bui then

o %ﬁé}%ﬁ-\ whet beppens if selende can give them tne
4é;3$$?§\4'”“? vowel of reproduction? A helllish situation

. perfeotly sulted vo the mentaliity of one
) Wiliten Tenn.

As 1t stands, Down Among The Dead Men 13 one
of Tenn's flubs.

Iftien we have Forget Me Nemrly. another novel-
et by F. L. W&iiace. with as catiching & blurb-
line as any I ve reed in quite = while: “Whal
sort of world was 1t, he puzzled, that wouldn't
help vietins find out whether they had been
mrderec or had commlitted suilclide?” As with
tne above story, thls one glsu starts out with
promise., Wallece 1s more than just a conp-
etant writer...there 1s latent greatness there.

A retro gun: a weapon able to retrogress the
mind to where it exists again in a state eerl-
ler than the person's actuel years...an sdult
body with a c¢hild's mind--or no mind at alil!

A neat way tov commit suiclde; you're gone,

but you're gtlll alive’ A nest way to nurder
your enemy 1s gone but there 1s no body...because no one is dead! But
waal happens when one of the retroed people begins to regsin the meumories
hie lost? And what can he do when the police refuse to help him?

Then we get Intd old stuff again. Our hero, the above mentloned retroed
pergson, finds the villain, who has developed & machine that duplicates
ne retro gun's action in two ways, forward end reverse...a machine so
delicately tuned that it can selectively destroy one 4ay's memory only.
Then there are sone fisticuffs, anrd the last scene where the hero dsnounc
es the villain end has mentally resigned himself to losing the girl.

fut, of course;, he doesn't.

Jreturik Pohl and C.M. Kornbluth have herein collaborasted on their third
ptrel. The first one hes already been called e clessic. Thelr second
a3 been called good, but weak in spots. This one? Well....

Cledietor 4t Law 18 in an odd poslition. 1t makes 1ts appearance exactly
i®2 years after Pohl and Kornbluth's first. 1t also happens to appear
uhile a Helnleln 1s running elsewhere. It invites comperison with what
has been called a classic end with the master, Heinleln.

St first let me say this on the subject pf writing long stories: there
ere at lesst two ways of doing 1t.

irst by starting off with layling gour story basis; that is, ouc-
lining the story’s background and coloring the elements in which the

4




3}7‘,

]

1

.

|
Yé

werrwts characters will function. Of necessity, this mzans theu
sters 135 apt to be somewhat slow, building up speed as it pToITrEABE
“he second invoives starting fast, hittlug haxd In cac o) .
r1ts, with just a8 bere outline for the story to follicw. And W5
Toisow that up with the various shadings needed.
'nnmvz o)

“ipolsotor follows the flrst formula. Heinlein's Star Lo
the second. Therefore, 1t would really be unfalr to comne

“ut “f the second installment is &8s helting as the first, !
gomabs down om it.

He talks anout crehinoat

Then there's editor Gold's chattering ageln.
gince he had been taliing

ure. A% first I didn't get the connectlon,
about Gladistor. A second reading brought this to 1ight: *In LHis
serlal we have an exploration of a theme that, ag far as I S1oW,
never been treated in sclence fiction--the effects of a dramgl® 0’-
vence in architsctore.”

If ne's talking about the Bubble houses (see page 14, middle left- ‘“nu
column), he's way off. He's talking about arcbitecture, yut the G~
bubble house ain't. It's

en invention (since it

thgﬁiiies by dolng every-

thinr in the house...no

ook e ormﬂbery for the 1i%-

tie woman).

And eny dawmn fool Lnows
thaet's bteen treated in stf.
Derleth in ORRBRIT #3, and
Willisn Tean in tae clamssie-
el Tng Houge Lutiful.

(Spesking of him agaln, I
heard tell as where ne's
goint' to have Lis fust
collection pubsed by Ballen-
tine Pooks, in peperbackead
edition only.)

-~-Henry Moskowitz

A T -— E e

MESSY BOU COUP

Hearing the gabble of a 9illy
nelghbor,

Willy ran for his father's saber.

For he‘d vowed to E1ll when next ¢ ¢

Jabbered;
But in his haste he used the scabher.

-~=Richard E. Gels
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Any book by Artlmr C. Clarke is an
event; and for Ballantine to pu-
out & representative sslection of
hils short stories is & red-letter
erent. Clarke l1s the oppasglte of
Bradbury, Bradbury writes mostly
mood pleces or parables in the foim
of sclence fiction, Clarke write:
hardhesded extrapolation. comple s
ly without Hugo Gernsback's hesyy-
handedness.,

The eleven short storieg which com-
pose EXPEDITION TO EARTH open with
& novelet SECOND DAWN, dealing with
a race od crestures ol more than

- human mental pcwers coapletely with
out hands and so without technolcgy
e story tells how tecunological
backwardness led to wer over food
resources. The problemn is sclved
by enterlng intoc symbiosis with s

: . handed race of lowsr intelligence-
1389 The handless race provides the ideas
while the one with hands does the
mechaniecal work. We ere nowhere
told whether the handed race resembled men, capuchin monkeys, or recoons.

The ldea of the sty i3 sounder splentifically then eppeara on first
sighf. Awong pansals, except for men, handedness and intelllgence ave
not well correleted. The hendless dog is as bright as the handed racoon.
e cat compares well with & lemur or tarsier, which have gocd hands!
stranger still, the dolphin. an enimsl completely acdaprad to swlmming

45 8s bright es most monkeys. The i1dea of & culture intellectuslly ad-
venced but technelogically backwerd can pe dllustrated sgeln end agein
from humen hilstory. Three outstanding exemples sre the cultures of ihe
Golden Age of Anclent Creece, Medieval Jewry, and Modern Hindudsm. Whey-
Clarke 1s most .origlnal, end where he deserves the most ¢credis. 14 hi
bulliding the story around the ldea that for the spiritucl schisvement,
of culture Lo outstrip i%s tegnnolo%g ic a8 pad a8 the opresita wlrtun
lon. SECOND DAWN elone is well worfh the price of the ¢
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Ofther oustandlng stories are SUPERIORITY, HISTORY LESSON, and EXILE OF
THE ECNS. Don't get the impression that the other stories are bad, they
are very good...btut these three storles are either very orlginal. or they
tell us something sbout Clarke.

SUPERIORITY 1s a stary sbout a great power defeated by its superior sci=
ence. In e space wer, the narretor's side, egged on by the briilisnt
Professor Norden, brought out radically new weapons, Iinstead ¢f sticking
to the mess production of conventlionsel space ships. The result was they
were elways ten ships too few and a couple of weeks too lete. This has
2 psrallel in what actually happened to the Germen Navy in Werld War 1
and tc the French Army in the Franco-German War. It would probably hap-
pen tc the Amerlcan 4rmy in World War IIT.

§ | HISTORY LESSON is & wry little satire reminding the resder of the l1imi-
1 tations of Cultural Anthropology. The human race perished when Earth

fruze over. A raze of Intelliigent reptilas frcm Venus maks en expedition

to Earth, and the chiefl vodjlect they discover 15 a Walt Disney film. The
L& Venusian Anthropologlsts go to town on this and build en elaborate super-

structure of theory on 1t. The reader is kept in the dark that 1t 1s &

Digney comedy until the last paragraph. which helghtens the satire.

THE EXILE OF THE EONS ia important becsuse it shows 3¢ plainly {larke's
natred of dictetorship, & hatred whieh plays an important part in CHILD:
H00D'S END. A dictator, cefeated in e World Ver which he started. goes
into Hibsrnatlion. The spparatus which 1s to aweken him at the end of a
century is aestroyed by a chance hit of zn arlal torpedo. So the tyrent
sleeps on fer billicns of years. He finslly awakes, and mects a facilist
philosopher of the future. Thia philosopher, 4 telepath, reads the dic-

that he abandcns his principle of noa-vicleuce and kills the dictater

The title story of the bock, EXPEDITION TC EARTH, concerns sn encountar
of aliens wmith the stons-ege hunter Yesn, wnose descendents founded Baby-
lon.

The reader with a wastz for Space Opere way prefer those grim little
masterpleces of that geare, BREAKING STRAYN and HIDE AND SEEK, or the
more thought-provoking THE SENTINEL.

The faan should heve FXPEDITION TO EARTH, evzn if he has to counterfiet &
dollar blll with a hectograph.

EXP@DITION TO EARTH by Arthur C. Clerke; 3Ballantine Bocks, 404
Fiftnh Avenue. Wew York 18, N.Y.; pb, 35¢; hard cover, $2.00.

tator's mind and is 30 angered by the hatreds and sadisms that he detseis
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- BLIVERBERG, 760 Montgomery Street, PBrooklyn 13, New York.

PSY was, 25 ususl, very welcome around here, and I wish 1 hat
“ipe to comment on 1t in detall. However, sihce I'm simultaneously in
e thraes of a new Sship ard another novel;, I'll limit my foous to Just
one poeint. .

“en eppeel to me to give the "final word" on "this fandom buslness*.
nilenh, of course, sL'm no more qualified to do than enyone else Hewever
hese are my thoughts:-I don't believe fandom's eycies are stepplng up
thelr frecuency and that we’'re slready in Fighth Fendom, with Seventh
Just a fading memory. Therewere plenty of shifts of focel polat in the
earller fandols, but that didn't change the character of the fandom o9 an
entity. And I think we can only determine a fannish era on several vesr:s®
perspective--certainly not while the era ia going on.

futlure Sllverberg-~type historiens, I feel. are goilng to classify the en-
‘1re perlod from the folding of SPACEWARP right tir ough 1954 as Sixth 1
‘om. The distingulshing characteristics will be the eccents on humor
‘annishnsss and the move away from such FAfth Fendom trends as book e

arurally, Slxin Fardom incorporated many features and many members of ve
rlous fandoms.

I agree with Gregg Calliing that Sixth Fandom did not pass out of being +.
Gay QUANDRY folded. After m short interlude (during which the Seventn la
dom chaps proclalmed themselves) many of my compatriots returned to e: !
ty. There's definitely been & decline in the ectivity of the group whizn
doainated in 1951-5%, and certainly there's been a whole slew of new faas,
enough for people to think we had moved right on into 8th Fendom. and pr
sunmebly would hit 9th Fandom in Septembsr, 10th Fandem next Aprll, ernd @n
=, It doesn't work that way.

1 new crops--Seventh Fandom, so celled, already inactive, and Elghih Jer
“am. seif-termed also, suddenly becoming prouminent-~belong to a transit':-

w*1od dy opinion as of May 1554 is that we're still at the closing cd.
of Sizth Fendom. The new groups Giffer conly in relative meturity and men-
sership from Sixth Fandom; there is no fundsmental difference which a =
sears of experienze won't obliterata. i suggest, then, that we are in =&

,transitiong) cre between Sixth Fandom apd the still-unbsrn Seventh. Wha-s

.;-'-’.._——-'—’.A_—_ — -y -

e
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y beder ts A5 Cervench Fandom was a fiuke, an Interaseldsp ALOGELY WIS 1
~ane directly from my artlcle in QUANDRY #26 end, since It iwi =o &72d x

5 4e be alive, died quickly. Flighth Fendom, ss currently belng beloy-

wehd by the post-Fnilcon entrants such as Vegars, Vorzlmer, ete. (and

10 you as the willing-or-otherwise focel point) simply nes no valid .

gxistance.

w0 @ K

Poose trensitionel points aere nothing new. There wes a very consicdersable
ceamaition between Fist and Second Fendoms, though I éidn't mentlion the 1
’ feot in my original article, end smeller ones between thre others. These

' sransitions allow for the maturing of the fans who are to be the focal

aints of the next fandom. Only rarely does a fandom srise almest fuli-

siown, as aid Sixth Fandom suddenly burst up in full vigor at the mi ol

1950. ..and even then there was a transitlon of severasl months that fall. ]
So we'rs now in another trensitional period, not guitle Sixth nor Seventh
jandom, sné L think it's time to cease worrying about Elghth Fandom. We
o't he able to tell for guite a while where one period begen and the
ctner left off. Certeinly no group of fans can proclalm itself e Wendonj
only time will show the truth. The Fandoms are t galloping rast uvg =t
tne rate of one every few months. We're still in Sixth Fandom, moving
toward Seventh, and probebly around 1956 or sco we'll be eble Lo o0& bDask
s deternine the exect point at which Seventh Fandom starts (or had
sterted), just aa now we can look back end call the first lesue oi TUAELET
the opener of Sixth Fandom. 7This is my opinion as of May 1984, aud as

a»

er a3 1'm concerned 1t finlshes the matter. Probzbly solc< of T 7y

I vanzuerds of Bighth Fandom (are they up to ninth yet?) will refuss Lo o8
jieve tiast they heve been demoted and actuelly belong to the tremaifloX
period, but I'll stiek to my guns.

1 ihich is worthy advice for you, too. Don't pley around tos much with
your schedules. and keep PSY coming reasonably monthly. Itttz 2 Trighs
purple spot on & gemsrally "drab background. -

((You paint a sad picture for the scads of new fans, YcoD-
I cen plcture them now, wandering threugh the montna
ahead, eimiess, frustrated, unhsppy, without & Fandowm

%o van in,

Phanks muchly- for the letter. I hope this tends
to settle the storm & little.

My projected esteblishment of Ninth Fandom will
nave to be given up, I suppose. To dete the oniy raciuil
has been Jdohn Hitchcock, and I had to raject him because
an investigation led to the disclosure thet he once $Alkad
+o 8 fen who was over 15 years old. Obviously I cannot
have seecurity risks in the nurgery.))

il -

Jo® YOUNGPHANNE, 410 South 4th Street, Horfolk, Nebraska

lear Fen =ditor,
I have Just received PSYCHOTIC and franikly, I am soryy

to hear it. After giving the problem considerable thought, I would sug-~
gest thet you!: join the army put FAST and pretend you never hesrd of the .
girl.  haven't been wrltlng many letters letely because; 1've alzcovsred
‘girls and mother has interested me In a new hobby.

Yours scienbtitunwsptic 6aly ‘




{:You Know, Joe, your address seems awiully rsalller 1o @e,
tat I can't quite figure out why. You aught to look up
Bob Peatrowsky and ..and...the other well known fen wio
Jiven in your town eand get acqualnted.

I yried to jolin the army but thsy wouldn't have
me 1 AN pretending not to know the girl, but if those
blood tests ever polnt my way....

You say you've discovered girls-—uﬁe$l texe my
advice and invent something that will elleow you to un-,
discover them. Or is that new hobby rour mother has in-
terested you in...gtrls?

Write again, even 1f you heve to write scientil:
tastickelly. ),

‘a4 responseé 1o & query about what and who started the "Who sawed Cour’
ney's boat" interlinesations and was 1t true that LeZOMBIE would be
vived, Bob Tucker replled:

208 TUCKER, FP.0. Box 702, Bloomington, Illlnols.

Cheers:

Courtney and his demned toat started in ESQUIRE a couple of yveavs
L would seay. They ran a sports artlole on some femous, long-ago

¢ rece in which & contestant named Courtney was the victin of foul

LaY Some villain sawed his boat in half, thus elimeting him from the

S The pay line of thearticle wag "Who sawed Courtney's boat?!

men plcked that up and used it as an interlineaticn in Q. Later, X

i an article on interlineations for Jeoel Nydahl =nd used the same line

‘noan =xemple. DPut mesnwhile, other fans had been kicking it eround, af

tor secing 1t in Q. They. plus my artlcle, cumuleted in the mass hyster-

ie you bave today. No one seems to know who sawed Courtney's boat. Who

nared Courtney's throat?

sbhout 1% ZOMEBIA. VYes.
And no.
ané maybe

fhers 1s a long and 1nvolved history of felse pregnancies and stillicd o che
involved here. It goes something like this:

dilte honestly, LeZ had been on my mind ever since I drovped 1t in 1946
: dr@pped it then because of my waning interest and because I was suffer
Ing frem one of the mild ettecks of gafiam which overtake me now snd then
w0 1948, Ned WcKeown applied the presgure end talked me into publishing
one more issue for his Torento convention of that vear. That was the
“Znd lssue, but by error 1t was numbered 63. (Hut to further confus

Jou, let me sgy 1t was actually the 65th or €6th 1ssue, hecause way Leﬂﬁ
ad it? early history there were some "half-issues". [umber 7%, and =2
Torth

?g@ple Kept suggesting.that 1 revlve the magazine, that I drop NEWS LET-
ER and go beck to something worthwhile. Several years ago the Inspire.-
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Lizh ohe Issue. 1t was concelved as 8 reprint nuaber-- twenty o Lho
EE=s 0l the veat reprints teo be found in the sixty-odd issues. Jocos inew
commied about tweniy pages of this material and was golng grest +..33 o
i distovercd my work was useless-- 1t wes my Intentlon to heve ihe lsecup
iithographed, but I found I had dummied to the wrong scale and so the liina-
graphexr couldn't handle 1t without reducing the page size down Lo eya-atiein
grogogtions= Ihe project was sbandoned snd the dummy wag stowed away Iin a
a3k @rawer.

oo ol lat up cgln and I began to work on one more issuve. 40T o Tak e

Aand then, less than two years ego, something or someone started me ail over
sgalin. Mot wanting to repeat all that tedious dumuying %o the proper sesle,
I began complling & brand new issue conslgting of current material. I cecl-
dected & Philadeiphlas conventlon article (phoney, of course) from Rloch, &
book review parody from Hoffman, a front cover photeograph Irom Crennell, and
wrote three articles and setires on my own. One was & travelog recounting
the edventures of Bloch and myself In Canada, enother was a satirs on the
naxed men and women eppearing in the pages of GALAXY, end the thirdé was & .
toke~off on "The People Who Make OTHER WORLDS." This lest wes i1llustrated
#with a photogreph showing Bea Mahaffey dencing with & genuine BFH. &galy,
it was to be lithogrephed, and I kept postponing publication dete -ntil I
could set aslde the money to have it printed. IX'm still waiting. ‘ad so
that dumuy was put awey in the desk drawer. next to the reprint (u

Materlal of one kind or snother appeared and was flled sway. Crennsll sant

& photograph of the grissly humorous type befitting LeZ. Daove -:mnl fone
tributed a satirical comlic strip ebout & man, e waid end & Bem. Flaoli%y, a
few weeks ago while visiting Bloch and Grenanell in Wisconsin, the @ jfe =i

LeZ sgain entered the conversation and I told the sad story IWwe riltien aboaves
Then Grennell aade a welrd suggestion. Why, he esked me, ¢id © want to be .
foolish snd waste 8ll that money on lithography? For & hall, or posziily &
third of the sum, he could print the magazine on his trusty Cestetner. And =
so we were off again.

As of now we axpect to go to press no earlier than Sugust, snd 1f leZ is to
appear at all this year, I'd 1like to have il out no later then New Year's
Eve. i'um making no promises and no committments, I'm accepting no money. A
By ldes of the perfect fanzlne is that one published 1f and when the nood

is pight, if and when the editor 1s darned good end ready. 1 have nc pians
for following 1ssues, and no plans for pot having following issues. I'm

far too wlse to attempt another subscription periodlcal wlith regular dead-
+ines; perhaps en ennual is the ideal set-up.

I don't know what material will be inzluded and which will be elimanated as
outoated:; I don't know 1if 1t will be a mixture of new s2nd reprint stuff, or
whether there wlll be twenty-four pages of comle strips end vecipes. In .
short, 1 don't know nothing. Grennell it the fires egein, and 1f they

con't burn cut something may come of it before Shristmes.

((Thenks, very mach, Bob, for giving me ané us the true
picture with regard to LE ZOMBIE. This 1s much bethter
than puzzling over rumors snd perhaps indulging in un-
warranted and unreslistic wishful thinking. Fesides,
1t makes for Interesting reading. imagine many a I
like myself, will be saying to himselifl, "Ghod, if he'd
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azamied po the right sgele that flrst tiw-
EJeJE, 23 Lyonsgate Dr., Wilson Hts., Toronto. Onl Canade

was rather hurt to see the way @y name was band-ald around
serinin of your readers. Thelr cutting remarks heve pitten deeply
2 L tsel chat I sheuld come to my own defense.

: I 11 in regard to Lyle Kessler and tils business of "Fennish
sldences. " He seems to think that two people writing an arcicle 0
e same tople and having It nublisihed In the same issue of a mag=zine
ie & ecoineidence worth flipping over.

RN

cen top that, Lyle. & week prior to the Philecon I visited New Yook
385 :% wvas & gafia trip. No one knew I wes in town. I contestal
no cne wher I arrived. My Iintentions were to have & "holidey® away irom
Tencdom end faunlsh influences. The first dasy in town I headed for the
thegtricel éistriect and a movle house at Broadway at 47th Streel thal

vas pilaying WAR OF THE WORLDS. I saw the show, walked out of the theatzu

and down Erosdwey to 42nd Sireet where I  declded to cross over.

o en island formed by two streets converging is a restesurant called the
CROSSROADS CAFE. It 1s an open air affalr where diners can sit and ea!
wnder an cvernang and separated by a smail steel fence. they can watch
e multltudes crossing the busy lntersection. I walked by the plece,
e & passing glance at the people eating, end stopped dead. I thounght
. recognized gomeone I knew. I looked closer and flipped. Seated at a
eble were Herlan Ellisen of Cleveland, Ohlu, Selly Dunn of West Cleve
s and Dave Ish of Rldgewcod. New Jersey- 1 crossed over to their
table, leaned over 1t and 1n a qulet voice sald; "Smalil world, isn't 1t?2

2y, Lyle, you Tigure the odds on that......

“» next thing on the agenda is thils gripe by Gregg Celitins about ne
Lot mentloning nis fanzine, OOPSLA! in my article deeling with €th end
‘th Fandom  Upon re-reedlng my erticle I can't see how I coculd have
werked the neme in without it being out of context. If I had given e
fiiler hlstory of 6th Fendom in my artlele I could protably have
arde mentlon of 1t as: “The populerity of GQUANDRY gave rise to numer-
ous lamitatlons =- of whiech OOPSLA! was one of the more minor examples
e lsst point I'd like to bring up is in regard to Meszter Howard Lyons
nse the term “master” loosely becemuse only an idiot or & young, very
v young boy would aetuslly colleet fanzines. Such an enterprise is
Mratavlie to collecting used frozen-ice sticks. TUgh!

-« thlz Lyons characte» wants to spread dirt atout me in your letter
soovang, the least I can do 18 the same sbout him. I happen to Lnow In
g fact that et the Mldwesteon he was wearing & white ribbon with hlus
Jeinting on 14. This same ribbon was worn by many at the Philcon =rn
Tnre Lthe legend "“Tth FANDOM“. However., bis ribbon wes 5lightly 41f< s

. y all | -
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war. Usiare red Gestetner correcting fluld, someone had written the fi-ure .
"5% over the 7 on the ribbon. It looked to be a rather rough and hri < wg

400 theouzh and only done to cesh in on the possible popularity of Zth | o

deot 2t the conventlon. -

He vas in for a dicappointment, however, as 7Tth Fandom 41d a rather gusgl g
Job of dominating the conventlon.

({(Tas, and there 1s PROOF that Lyons collects fanzines in 2010
] issue of PSY. Read Tucker's report of the Midwestecon. It
follows the letter sectlon...I hope.))

l LOEALD SUSAN, 70€ Grant Street, MNcKeesport, Pe.

Dear Lick,
Alas...MeCain has hit at a tender spot again. Bill Vensble and -

. . were furlously at work on the PENDULUM just before Fhilcon. We dummied 1%

sulrletely...: Justified, art on-stencll, typed onto stenclill completelv...

Sut aever run off, Then Bill decided to qult fandom; he wontcd to envelgls -
A certnin position after gradustion...so he wag off to win fri=nds, Influence
wroieszors, Jeck up grades, etc. I loathe his mimeo end froikly only &g
2303 how to use it. So PENDULUM #5 contalnlng MeCaln's eriicle, plus &

_ story by Cibson, plus & highly controverslsl article by Elllson (I thiak he
Jumped off track when he wrote it) plus THREE hundred lilthe covers by Alsn
sunter, Britlsh pro author....regsides in Venable's cool but not damp celler.
PLil wants to sell 1t becguse he feels that since he almost madg woney on
1t except for those exchanges he made with so many fmz. Anyone intersgtedf

-

({1 surely hope scmeone 1s lnterested, Don. The trouble i3
that there are s¢ many many fan edltors and only a very
{few fan publishers. Now, 1f I only had & mimeo.... U0l
whet am I saylng?))

!Fr JIM SCHREIDER, 4118 West 143rd Street, Clevelend 11, Onhio.

Dear Dick, .
MALE Sinee I didn't resd Sllverberg's original article oa the cyelle |
ji nature cf fandom, I'm at a disadvantage in éiscussing the subject, Tuz tc

me all this noise about 6th, Tth, and 8th Fandoms gounds llke highly polfshe
r ed nonsense.
1

Tha one hole in discusslons about the 1des i1s about the same us one 1ln the
intellectual Jilbbering that goes on about why fenzines fold. That fendoum

has its ups and downs is obvious, but thet the "eyeles"” of the prominent -
fan personalities overlep to & very great extent shovld be equslly obvipus. *
~--« Fans in & rowboat amid & typhoon, predictlng the appearance of waves by

using a wristwatch.

The "anglysts" are teying to put into 2 nutshell a complex situation in
which the varisbles are almost infinite in nunber.

fnough of this curbstone philosophy.
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% Eeri Kemp £2p the warning about the "IMPRESSIONS' slbum. Dawpits
10 o aggaraﬁai ‘¢, 1'11 take his word for ita velue eud studlvi.giy
& ne jlluabration.((ny Eob Stewart of Texas):B te it 2@{9 v inglie
J B iles ne JEnWH every time I see it. I men just sees tne firs1l Zexn
23 ¥ cooing upen this hulk, 73% feet high, s8s 1t strolls homo
~iilierés tum-tee-tumming a pegsege from 8 Chet Baker wauiie

3 (e N

ek 83

({I wouldn't say your phllosophy was of the curbstunsz

Jim. I should say it apprcached tae lower lamdposi Ies

closely than curbgtone. 1In any case you are in good

peny whet with MoCain and Silverberg 9aying the sune

Cnly thing 1s they couldn‘*t stop there, thegy went on &

mede like the Delphic. T don't have to worry too much,,

the: I went to e phrennloglst and had the buamps on my hovd
read....PEY¥, I wes mssured, lg assured of a long 1lfe. Now

1f only someone doesn't blonk me on my crenlum and changs $
the future....))

ot

"ie are, obviouslg; modelling ocurselves on WAW's HYPHENY

JEN1S MOREEN. 214 Ninth St., Wilmette, Illinols.

ceapr Dick:

SECTION 8 1s particularly engrossing thls time. Especlally,
anturally, Jim Harmon's letter. It seems elmost pre-written, the way Jim
Jlostles around words and phrases. ... I thluk all of us expect something
ut of fandom other than just an excuse for & hobby, tho. We first of sil
usturally expect the egoboo essoclated with it. 4And I myself, although nort
«© first expecting 1t, have found &t least one virtue out of fandom which
T do not ever remember being mentlioned before. (At this polnt we present
“hose 2lasslc "before® and “"after® charts.) Really, tho, it hes been

brongﬂ fendom-anisc assoclation that I've acquired {(or at least think so!
- kpack at writing lnteresting letters te people. I remembsr the many Ui
v would sit at home trylag to think ({should be & period here, shouldrn *
nere?’) of something to talk about and even more thlnklng about how to sa
in g letter. Thlda does not strlctly epply to thank-you letters to hell
gwcrn sunts whoe live in Tiobucktu and delight In sending me 8 shirt 4 sisesl >
oo smell for Chrlstmas, for I still shy away from that perenn;al chore
i I mean ordiaery. chummy-type letters t¢ friends who mey have moved awelr
1 whe live sowewhere else-~1t has been  purely through comlng in contas.
i tandom that 1 heve been &ble o change from a dreedlng nature to an
tentant and eager one in this regard. For 1n fandom one really not only
“o know how to say things seml-formally. on stencil and in menusavints
! also 10 be sble to communicate spirit and personaelity even more in-
craally through letter, be they correspondence or fanzine comments. This
e Lalent which 1s not acquired overnight 2ad whilch does not come oui <1
wlsning & fanzine; it 1s something independant oi other things in fznd
lLerst thet is one reason I have come to appreciate fandom--but 1o ces
waz not expectaiion that forced me to stari writing fen letters, 11 ws
iriosity....even curiosity.

i3 Pestrowsky and Vorziamer vring up the ¢ld guestion s to whether ovear- ;
zrivity 1s gneod or bad. Bob certalanly lsn’t the firsy Lo say that big
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10N =re Tad, but he is probebly one of the most convinelay
o C the matter have more Anfluence with me thsn s ~30 3
least L esked myself after reading it whehter I should go U0 gny =2xira
trouble 8t 811 on SPY's annish. Admittedly, I was consldering expsnding
. to stout 25 pages and some interior color printing, Just to show ofl 2

s
L LI

| vyears - publishing; tnls I didn't consider as dangerous, inssuuch 43
fue mormal SPY's are about 25 pages long, sometimes wltir coloxr aovors, o
tue extre work cn the annish would he done while on sumuer vezation Inoo

sohool, with no outside work to interfere.

it Sob has made me think--~1s the extra stuff reslly necessary, cnd, =suials
1y, whaet difference would it meke? I°d stlll present the sane material
gventuelly, probably bringing in the same type of coumenits, &nd T°d zpraad
the expense over a longer period of time. OGranted, I'm far from down o
=y last perny, but money 1s still not the easiest thing to get and SPY

i spzuds enough throughout the year without adding annish costs te i%.

Jz2lly sxamining meself, 1 feel thet JI've reached & certain point Iu
fenmish 1ife---one where I dont't see much reason to try to become any
more popular or well-known; I Just feel llke ccasting along, trying %o
iaen up gocd work without going into too meny new fennish cutlets. Yes,
tiiig 1s the first sign of an old fan, who eventnally ends up Iin nolhing
out F&PA, tut I don' Lfeel that way abtout it. 1 Just don't feel like get-
ting overly enthusisstic about anything in fandom, becsuse in the rast
whsn I heve I've been unable to get back down to norme) fennish life jor
some time. It 1sn't a slgn of gafla, elther, for I feel just a3 ecger Lo
sit down snd write s few fan letters now as et any time in the past.

I thixk I rust then belong to a group of fans whe must be termed W ireiiar
regulers” more than anythlng else. We keep on plugging awsy In cur o' n
right. now and then producing something in the way ol a good Lenzlie.
Then there 18 the other group--the hard workers--the Gels's, Vorzisei:
fermer Calkins's, Nydahl's end Hoffmasn's, the ones who 1! :relly coue 224
g0, oroduclbg nuch in a short period of time, whlle the otiers, v .o 17.fnce
mch in e syread out period of time, weteh on, with memerles. oo 13 T.e
gpread-out group of Watkihsts, Moreen's and Peatrowsky's who acl as e
stebilizers, and the others wiho act as the boosters, the pushers.

By the way, pursly off the subject, In looking over the leiter section of
QUANLRY #29, & year ago, I notice & Bloch letter 1n which he denles mitte
g bit, including the statement: "I did NOT saw Courtrney's boat. Didn't
even see it, let alone saw" Which only goes to show that the percon
who is quoted at the bottom of Tucker's thing esither {a) é14 read § whewe
4 he remenbered the pun, or (b) didn't read Q &nd didn't remember 1t there-
fore. This proves something conclusively, although I hesltcte to try ard
figure out Just what.

)

((I dunno if I like being celled a pusier wao 1s elways
coming and golng. Just cell me Gels, the faztest man in

el | =

allbﬂbl
¥'know...L thunk up thet interlineation st the bese
of Tucker's thing {(Ooocoo, I just reamlized whet vou end I :

have writ....but then, I alweys did heve & filthy mind).
&nd I must confess thet I had read € #29, but I-didn't

%g%ggigggl‘igiag%?r%gg.}ge pu. Ne¢ telling VHAT my sub-
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FIHUHEG G0 RAMOLE. BAPPILY THIS TIME., ON AND ON AND ON AND. ON AND ON ANE ON AND

“aah what'da T tell you! I goofed, Just like I thought I would when
1 wslced the apprehensions about composing on stencil. I was telking
sLUt the 2omic kick and ran out of room. Worse, 1 didn't officially
st it #3tn a zignlture opr a green line under the page, or rmthin®
s.* #' . reai that bit and then turn the page expecting to read mors.
insgeed they'll run full-tilt into THE PADDED CELL. Heh, heh, hen.
Yee. I realized thet the quasi-guote I guoted should read ¥ . .bul i
it showed the savered heed dripping blood from the nesk, that would
be In bad taste'¥

i have a letter from Larry Sterk taking me apart for not liking POCO's
APEPMOTAER GCOSE which will see print next issve. In faset, I got lois
ol good lettera and parts of letters 1'11l b2 printing next issue.

o e —_—

. .in_ LUANDRY #%. or 88 We S8Y i LOWES Caie, 10.-..
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Jjenlce Jacobson, 2430 Garth Ave., lo® Angeles 34, Cmlif., savs: "DEAR
ohard, will you pass the word around through PSY thet 1 may start
ruining & hecto, mimeo. or scmething of the sort, by publishing BEMs,
i, agaln. I should like to hear from some former subscribers; con-
‘ributors, or what-have-you, and L've & sneaking suspliclon PSY reaches
quite & few of them.*

A strenge kind of strangied sob sounded over the instrugent.

Grab ahold of your beer bottle, people;, and prepare for & shock. Do
vou happen to remeuber in a column by Bill Reynolds a while back how
ne discussed the wonderful uses of the orange crate? Maybes like me
you thought he was exagerating Jjust a weeansy bit?

Hah!

‘he following 1s & direct guote from the delly bulletin issued by tns
departaent store where I slave every day.

SOMETHING NEW?--~---~ NO!

Have you ever used an old orange
crate Tor storage? For & bed
slde table? Or for verious
other purposes? Do you Know
that our Accessory Department,
Vpper Llevel, carries qullted,
ready-made plestic sllp covers
for orenge cretes? The beauty
of this storage csbinet will

Ee enhanced by the sddition of

.
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one cf these attractive, color~
ful covers. We have msny customer
lnguirles for this item. Please
direct customers to the Accessory
Nepartment, Upper Level.

‘o there 1t is....51ip covers yet! lNothing can surprise me now.

HJoo-hawed Courtney's moat?

P the wey, I might as well acknowledge an orror right NOW, .. 1t seams tiawt
o my remariis at the end of Norman Browne's letier mentloned sometaiing
nhant Tucker's Midwestoon report following the letter sectlon. Well,...ei..
.. .00 58€,...40 was thls way.... I send the report to Bobh Kellicgp Tox
iliustration and heven't gotten it back yet; he la a busy boy. Thet damn
Jixn Prsdley 1s always monopolizing him. I'g lueky if he hasg tine ts &2
aitvthing at all for PSY.... Now, if Lyle Ressler comes tharough witin the
cepert he promlsed, end 1f I get permlission to print a certaln lattew,

enG if I get some Kellogg illos for the Tucker....THEN the next lsguc
shouldé be o sort of lMidwestocon Report Issue. Ah well, I can dream....

... Defore 1 could lave the grime of toil from My typing {10Z&T...

— e - —

Just got BEM #2 from dear old England and thought 1L Very very very good.

%om Wiiite snd Mel Ashworth may take & two hour bask in the hot reys ol ego-
00,

Unless you publish & zine and trade with these characters, you

neve to send them one good-condition prozlne to Tom White, 3 Vine Street,
Cutler Helghts, Bradford 4, Yorks. Naturally, ENGLAND. These guys actuais
1y write funny editorlals. Real funny. It fan't often I hoot and Loller
with lJevgliter like with this BEM. GET IT! Ané make that prozine £ goed
one, huh? Don't palm off Palmer on them.

~ " Waiv wilis, sffectlonately known as Ghod......' —~Lid #8

1 mlght as well go along with the herd and 1list the books I'm rending.
Frery week I succeed 1n reading a chapter or two from Churollll*s 1lis
Gathering Storm which 1s actually fascinating reading. Trouble 18 T Gon't
Geve much spare time to read him. Currently I'm reading only ASTOUNDING,
GAIAXY  and MoF&SF. At work each lunch hour end some rellef periods I am
reading & very good exercise in style titled Brideshezd Reviaitad b ivelyn
Wangh, I know that if anyone else were to take the story and scengs Trom
Shis book end write them up 1n & novel, thet the result would be all but
unrecdable. Yet this Wsugh, with this subtly compelling =tyle of lLils, c¢an
kaep me reading on and on. 1 frequently seay to myself, "This fellow can
Heite .
Finlshed janapurps by Meurice Herzog recently, and recopmend 1t 1o |
anvone who wants to read a story of adventure end guts. I still e¢an't zas
over the 1dea of that damned doctor not teking along eny ancsthsiles.
and when I think of what those fellows went through when he started to
aaputate. ...

Googobye '



so.net

5 %

RN e

AT R T

oYy

e

&

CHOTIC
/o Richard E.

263 -}

I
{
£
Pt

Gels
;8issippi

i
Portland A2, Oregon

5,
e
0

¥
¥o

106 ¢

3
e o

ki
&

i

A
&

ONLY

l?

"
%

RINTED KA

'S
sl

FR
STAGE

P
P

GTD

[URN FO

RET

-
All

. o — . S

T O Sy

AT WAL P AR AR T IS N S S b




